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my removing; for being talking seriously with, the
old lady one day, about my own circumstances, and
how my distemper had left a heaviness upon my
spirits: the old lady said, I am afraid Betty, what
I have said to you about my son, has had some in-
fluence upon you, and that you are melancholy on
his account; pray will you let me know how the
matter stands with you both. ? if it may not be im-
proper ? for as for Robin, he does nothing but rally
and banter when I speak of it to him. Why truly
madam, said I, that matter stands as I wish it did
not, and I shall be very sincere with you in it, what-
ever befalls me. Mr. Robert has several times pro-
posed marriage to me, which is what I had no reason
to expect, my poor circumstances considered; but
I have always resisted him, and that perhaps in
terms more positive than became me, considering
the regard that I ought to have for every branch of
your family: but, said I, madam, I could never so
far forget my obligations to you, and all your house,
to offer to consent to a thing which I knew must
needs be disobliging to you and have positively
told him, that I would never entertain a thought
of that kind, unless I had your consent, and his
father's also, to whom I was bound by so many in-
vincible obligations.

And is this possible, Mrs. Betty? says the old lady.
Then you Have been much juster to us than we have
been to you; for we have all looked upon you as a
kind of a snare to my son ; and I had a proposal
to make you, for your removing, for fear of it; but I
had not yet mentioned it to you, because I was
afraid of grieving you too much, lest it should throw
you down again; for we have a respect for you still,
though not so much as to have it be the ruin of my
son: but if it be as you say, we have all wronged you
very much.